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me than the words of others, for you were my friend "when no one else was. Fail not, as you value your peace of mind hereafter.                                  E. A.
To this painful letter, exhibiting an unmanned spirit, Mr. Kennedy replied : —
" I am sorry to see you in such plight as your letter shows you in. It is strange that just at this time, when everybody is praising you, and when fortune is hegul-ning to smile upon your hitherto wretched circumstances, you should be invaded by these blue devils. It belongs, however, to your age and temper to be thus buffeted — hut he assured, it only wants a little resolution to master the adversary forever. You will doubtless do well henceforth hi literature, and add to your comforts, as well as to your reputation, which it gives me great pleasure to assure you is everywhere rising in popular esteem." 3
Probably before receiving this letter Poe left Bichrnond and arrived at Baltimore to plead his suit in person, since on September 22 he took out a license in. that city for the marriage*8 It has bfeen said, on the authority of Mrs. Clemia's conversation taken down in short-hand, that the ceremony was performed by the Hev. John Johns, at Old Christ Church, and that the next day Poe returned to his duties.4 If this was actually the case
1  The Life of John Pendleton Kennedy, pp. 375, 376.
2  Griswold, xxix, xxx.
8 Marriage Records of Baltimore City.
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